215
exhausted. Then they instigate the tame ones to beat them witli repeated "blows, until their sufferings wear them out &nd they fall tQ the groxyid. The hunters meanwhile, standing near them, slip nooses over their necks and mount them while yet lying on the ground; and, to prevent them shaking off their riders, or doing mischief otherwise, make with a sharp knife an incision all round their neck, and fasten the noose round in the incision. By means of the wound thus made they keep tltcir head and neck quite steady : for if they become restive and turn round, the wound is galled by the action of the rope. They shun, therefore, violent movements, and, knowing that they have been vanquished, suffer themselves to be led in fetters hy the tame ones.
XIV. But such as are too young, or through the weakness of their constitution not worth keeping, their captors allow to escape to their old haunts ; while those whicli are retained they lead to the villages, where at first they give them green stalks of corn and grass to eat. The crea-tiires, however, having lost all spirit, have no wish to eat; hut the Indians, standing round them in a circle, soothe and cheer them by chanting songs to the accompaniment of the music of drums and cymbals, for the elephant is of all brutes the most intelligent. Some of them, for instance, have taken up thew riders when slain in battle and carried them away for burial; others have covered them, when lying on the ground, with a